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Research Summa
The research entitled (Immortality Between Thought and Art: The Influence of the
Epic of Gilgamesh and Mesopotamian Heritage on Contemporary lIragi Painting)
deals with the re-employment of mythological symbols and cultural heritage. This
research contained four chapters, the first of which is the methodological framework
of the research represented by the research problem, which is embodied through
answering the following question: (What is immortality between thought and art: The
influence of the Epic of Gilgamesh and Mesopotamian heritage on contemporary
Iragi painting?) The scope of the research on immortality between thought and art,
the influence of the Epic of Gilgamesh, was limited to the period extending from
(1950 to 1960 AD), and the geographical scope was limited to (the study of
contemporary lragi art inspired by the Epic of Gilgamesh). The first chapter
concluded with the definition of the terms specific to the study concerned. The
second chapter comprised three sections. The first addressed the theoretical
framework of the concept of immortality in philosophical and religious thought,
analyzing the ideas of Plato and Aristotle in Greek philosophy, Ibn Sina and Al-
Ghazali in Islamic thought, and the literary representation of immortality in the Epic
of Gilgamesh. This section examined the most important philosophical views. The
second section, titled "The Influence of Mesopotamian Cultural Heritage and the
Epic of Gilgamesh on Contemporary Iragi Art,” studied the works of artists Jawad
Salim, Dia Azzawi, Rafi Al-Nasiri, and Mohammed Ghani Hikmat, focusing on their
use of symbols and cuneiform script. The third section analyzed selected samples of
artworks, clarifying the visual techniques, colors, lines, and historical symbols used
to reflect the human struggle with death and the search for immortality. The third
chapter detailed the research methodology, focusing on the research population of 30
visual texts. Three artworks were selected purposively, and the researcher employed
a descriptive-analytical approach. The fourth chapter presented the results,
conclusions, and recommendations. The proposals are among the most important
results that he adopted.1- There are technical treatments for "Comic Art" at the level
of the elements of artistic composition, through (shape), (color), and (line), which
have been present since its inception until the eighties.
1. Immortality remains a philosophical, religious, and literary preoccupation, and it is
clearly evident in the Epic of Gilgamesh.
2. Physical immortality is unattainable, but symbolic immortality is achieved through
human deeds and accomplishments.
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