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Abstract:

This study examined the impact of digital political campaigns by Iraqi political
forces on the electoral behavior of university students in Babil Province. The
research population consisted of students from the University of Babylon, Al-
Mustagbal University, and Al-Hilla University, with the aim of identifying the role
of these campaigns in shaping students’ electoral behavior. The importance of the
study stems from the fact that university youth represent one of the most active
segments in society and are among the most engaged users of digital platforms and

political content.
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The research problem was formulated in the following main question: What is the
nature of the impact of digital political campaigns on the electoral behavior of
university students in Babil Province?

The researcher adopted the descriptive method, and a questionnaire was designed
and reviewed by a group of experts and specialists, with modifications made based
on their feedback. The study sample consisted of (380) male and female students
selected using a stratified random sampling method.

The findings revealed that a large proportion of students are exposed to digital
political campaigns = social media platforms, and that mobile phones are the most
commonly used means for following electoral content. The results also indicated that
these campaigns contribute to increasing students’ political awareness and influence
their attitudes and electoral behavior, in addition to the presence of statistically
significant differences attributed to certain demographic variables.

Keywords: Digital political campaigns, electoral behavior, university youth,
Iraqi political forces, political participation.
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