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Abstract: This research, "Intellectual and Formal References in Contemporary
Georgian Ceramics,” attempts to study the references of Georgian ceramic forms,
which are based on a complex system of intellectual and aesthetic references that
constitute its conceptual frameworks and structural methods. This system stems from
the reflection of the transformations in Georgian society and the profound interaction
between Georgian heritage, national identity, and the cultural and political
transformations that Georgia has witnessed since the beginning of the twentieth
century up to the period following its independence. These transformations have
contributed to the shift of Georgian ceramics from a framework of fixed tradition to a
space of experimentation based on the discourse of contemporary art.
The current research consists of four chapters. The first chapter deals with the
research methodology by presenting the research problem, which is summarized in
the following question: What are the intellectual and formal references in
contemporary Georgian ceramics? It also addresses the importance and necessity of
the research, and then the research objective, which is: (to identify the intellectual
and formal references in contemporary Georgian ceramics). The research also
includes the time frame (2010-2025) and defines the terms. The second chapter of
the research, the theoretical framework, comprised three sections: the first (The
Historical Roots of Georgian Thought), the second (Factors Influencing Georgian
Art), and the third (The Emergence and Development of Georgian Ceramics). The
theoretical framework concluded with a review of previous studies. The third chapter
included the research population, the research instrument, and the research sample,
which consisted of three examples of Georgian ceramic works selected purposively.
The fourth chapter presented the most important findings of the research, including:
1.Contemporary Georgian ceramic works deconstruct and reconstruct realistic
masses through simplified and formally reduced geometric units that transcend the
boundaries of time and space, reflecting their influence by Cubism. They also blur
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the lines between ceramics and architecture, expressing a philosophy of balance
between spontaneity and structured construction.
2. Contemporary Georgian ceramic works reveal the dominance of the human
dimension as an intellectual framework, employing humanistic themes (family,
fatherhood, and wartime heroism) as a starting point. Forms have been transformed
into symbolic vehicles for human relationships.
The most important conclusions are
1.The visual discourse of contemporary Georgian ceramic works demonstrates that it
is not detached from its identity but rather preserves its cultural distinctiveness,
reproducing it in forms open to contemporary styles. This is achieved through the
invocation of traditional symbols, the affirmation of Caucasian identity within a
global context, and the preservation and reinterpretation of heritage (both technically
and symbolically). This confirms that Georgian ceramics is undergoing a process of
modernization without rupture.
2.The deconstruction of forms, the multiplicity of materials, the breaking down of
boundaries between arts (ceramics, sculpture, and architecture), and the relationship
between inside and outside as a central idea demonstrate the dominance of modernist
and postmodernist discourse. This reflects the dialectic of identity between closure
and openness, destruction and construction
3. The structural references are embodied in the potters' reliance on traditional
shaping and firing techniques, while developing them to suit the demands of
contemporary artistic expression.
The research concludes with the most important recommendations and suggestions, a
bibliography, and appendices.
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