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Abstract
This research examines the theological symbol as a fundamental element in shaping
the visual discourse of ancient Iragi art, where art represented an intellectual and
spiritual means of embodying the religious and doctrinal concepts prevalent in the
civilizations of Mesopotamia, Visual discourse was not merely a formal reflection of
reality, but a symbolic system charged with theological connotations that express the
relationship between man and divine powers. It also explores how theological
symbols were employed in sculptures, reliefs, and cylinder seals as ritual and
communicative tools, It highlights representations of gods and cosmic symbols
associated with creation, order, power, and fertility. The research analyzes the
semantic structure of the symbol and its role in constructing visual meaning, while
tracing stylistic and symbolic transformations across the Sumerian, Akkadian,
Babylonian, and Assyrian eras, He concludes that the theological symbol formed a
coherent visual discourse that contributed to consolidating religious thought and
strengthening spiritual and political authority in ancient Iragi society.
introduction
Ancient Iraqgi art is one of the oldest visual systems that expressed the religious and
metaphysical thought of humankind in Mesopotamia. The theological symbol formed
a fundamental axis in constructing the visual discourse of artworks, whether in
sculpture, cylinder seals, murals, or religious architecture, This discourse was closely
linked to religious doctrines, myths, and rituals, giving the artistic image a function
that transcended aesthetics to express the sacred, divine authority, and the
organization of the universe, Hence the importance of studying the theological
symbol as an active semantic structure in shaping the visual discourse of ancient
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Iraqgi art. This was determined through the research problem, which is based on: How
did the theological symbol manifest itself in the visual discourse of ancient Iraqi art,
and what semantic and expressive mechanisms governed its operation and
contributed to shaping the religious and intellectual meaning of the artistic image?,
The importance of this research lies in its scientific significance, as it enriches art
studies with an analytical and theological perspective on visual discourse, expands
the field of research in the semiotics of ancient Iraqi art, and serves as an academic
reference for students and researchers in art and archaeology. It also has practical
importance, benefiting specialists in art criticism and art history, It contributes to a
deeper understanding of visual symbols in- museums and educational materials. The
research aims to uncover the theological symbol of visual discourse in ancient Iraqi
art. The research is limited to the thematic boundaries: the theological symbol in the
visual discourse of ancient Iragi art, the temporal boundaries: Sumerian civilizations,
and the spatial boundaries: ancient Iraq (Mesopotamia), The first chapter addressed
some terms related to the research title and text. The second chapter discussed the
concept of symbolism in ancient Sumerian arts, while the second section addressed
symbolic theological discourse (human and animal) in ancient Sumerian thought,
Following this, the practical research procedures were defined, and two models from
the Sumerian period were selected due to their relevance to the research scope. After
analysis, a number of results were obtained, the most important of which were:

1. The human symbol appeared in a strong manner, depicting a Sumerian woman in a
precise and expressive style. The upright posture and the clasped hands reflect piety,
obedience, and worship, standing in the presence of God or the believing human
being and connecting with the sacred.

2. Facial features, especially the eyes and eyebrows, represent a silent visual
language that conveys emotions and feelings without words. Large eyes, for
example, reflect spiritual awareness and constant presence before the gods.

3. Sumerian society transformed elements of its natural and animal environment into
ritual and magical symbols.

4. Form is not merely a work of art, but a complex symbolic structure reflecting the
religious, social, and cultural thought of ancient Irag.

5. Art represents a cognitive medium parallel to text and myth, combining aesthetic
sense with symbolic thought.

Keywords: symbol, theology.
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