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Abstract
Previous theories viewed the text as self-contained and complete, isolating it
entirely from the world and the external environment. The self was considered fixed
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and limited, its role confined to revealing the rules without any other significance in
producing meaning. The role of the recipient (reader) was relegated to a framework
of textual neutrality. Therefore, theories of reading, reception, and interpretation
emerged to address the shortcomings of previous critical approaches in
comprehending the components of the literary text. These theories positioned the
creative process as a tool for human communication, placing the self as an object
subject to its own processes. They shifted the analytical strategy from a unilateral
perspective to a dual approach based on interaction between the reader and the text,
granting both the self and the text space for mutual dialogue to produce literary
meaning. This approach prioritized the reader, considering them the fundamental
pillar and active element in the communicative process.
Interpretive theory possesses a critical perspective that grants the reader central
authority as a procedural tool in interpreting texts to produce meaning. This stems
from a schematic approach based on the dialectic of reading, moving from the pole
of author-text to the pole of text-reader. The implied reader transforms the text and
creates meaning through a scheme built upon the textual repertoire, employing
strategies rooted in sensory and cognitive conventions. These conventions intersect
and converge, generating a set of gaps and omissions that the reader must fill to
advance the interpretive process and ultimately arrive at the aesthetic  intention
Hence, the importance of this study lies in highlighting the philosophical origins of
the concept of intentionality and tracing its development in the field of criticism,
culminating in its application in the literary field with Iser. This includes clarifying
the role of the implied reader as a textual agent for comprehending texts and
producing meaning, alongside the gaps and coherent interpretation.
Keywords: Intentionality, Implied Reader, Literary Work, Aesthetic Theme,
Interpretation.
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