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After 2003, Irag entered a new phase characterized by political and security
transformations, accompanied by increased engagement with regional and
international actors, placing the Iragi arena at the crossroads of regional interests.
Saudi Arabia's influential regional role became particularly prominent, prompting
further study and analysis within the framework of international relations and the
balance of power in the Middle East.
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Abstract
Iragi-Saudi relations have witnessed multiple fluctuations over long decades,
ranging from strategic cooperation at certain times to suspicion and competition for
influence at others. The transformations that occurred in the region, especially since
the beginning of the 21st century after the U.S. invasion of Irag in 2003, led the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to realize the importance of Iraq as a pivotal state in the
Middle East, in connection with regional security, oil policy, and balances among
regional powers. This research explores the nature of Saudi overreach in Iraq,
analyzing the motives behind this involvement, its tools, and its effects on Iraqi
domestic politics.
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