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Abstract
The present research addresses the topic of Arabic and Islamic ornamentation as a
product of cultural and civilizational references. The study consists of four chapters.
The first chapter is concerned with the methodological framework of the research,
including the research problem, which is defined as: How did cultural and
civilizational references contribute to shaping Arabic and Islamic ornamentation as
an artistic product that reflects the identity of the nation and its intellectual and
spiritual values? This chapter also includes the significance of the research and the
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need for it, as well as the research objective, which is represented by revealing
Arabic and Islamic ornamentation as a product of cultural and civilizational
references. In addition, it defines the research limits, including the subject boundaries
represented by ornamental abstractions executed on brick, the temporal boundaries
set in the seventeenth Hijri century, and the spatial boundaries limited to the Abbasid
Palace in Baghdad, along with defining the most important terms used in the study.
The second chapter addresses Arabic and Islamic ornamentation as a historical
introduction, while the second section examines culture and civilization and their
role in the Arabic and Islamic artistic production. The third chapter is devoted to the
research procedures, which include the research population, consisting of fifty
intentionally selected models that represent the research sample, analyzed according
to the descriptive-analytical approach (content analysis). The study concludes with
the presentation of the most important results in the fourth chapter, followed by the
main conclusions, and finally the recommendations and suggestions.
Among the most important results are the following:
Arabic and Islamic ornamentation represents an integrated cultural and civilizational
product, based on the interrelationship between geometric construction and vegetal
stylization within a balanced abstract formulation. The reliance on symmetry and the
hexagonal form reflects the presence of scientific and intellectual references, while
the stylized vegetal elements express the spiritual and aesthetic dimension. The
model also demonstrates the connection between ornamentation and the architectural
environment of the Abbasid period, indicating that Islamic ornamentation is not
merely a formal decoration, but rather a visual discourse that reflects a clear
civilizational and intellectual identity, as shown in Model (2).
A clear integration is evident between geometric construction and vegetal ornamental
elements, confirming Arabic and Islamic ornamentation as a product of a cultural and
civilizational system based on abstraction, symmetry, and aesthetic harmony, and
associated with spiritual and intellectual connotations, as illustrated in Models (1, 2,
and 3).
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