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:Abstract
This study examines the position of later Maliki legal theorists on istihsan (juristic
preference). It aims to clarify their understanding of istihsan and the methodological
controls governing its application. Using descriptive-analytical and comparative
approaches, the study finds that later Malik1 scholars neither rejected istihsan nor
applied it unrestrictedly; rather, they linked it to valid public interest, legal principles,
and the objectives of Shari‘ah. The study concludes that disagreement over istihsan is
mainly terminological or methodological, and that it functions as a disciplined
ijtihad-based tool contributing to the flexibility of Maliki jurisprudence.
Keywords: Istihsan, Usiil al-Figh, Maliki School, Later Jurists, Magasid al-Shartah.
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