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Abstract

Animal narratives in pre-Islamic poetry contain rich literary and symbolic
dimensions that merit renewed critical examination in light of modern scientific and
literary developments. Many concepts once taken for granted in earlier scholarship
now require reassessment, verification, or even rejection due to the complex
transmission of pre-Islamic texts from oral performance to later written compilation.
This study argues that pre-Islamic poets employed, with remarkable artistic foresight,
a narrative technique comparable to the modern cinematic concept of the “double” or
stunt performer. In these poetic narratives, secondary animal figures—maost notably
the riding camel—function as substitute heroes who endure danger, violent conflict,
and harsh environmental conditions in place of the primary human hero. This
technique parallels contemporary filmmaking practices, in which a stunt double
performs hazardous scenes on behalf of the main actor, positioning the poet as a
conceptual “director” of the narrative. Given the absence of definitive historical
evidence due to the long temporal gap between poetic creation and documentation,
this phenomenon cannot be conclusively interpreted but remains open to critical
inquiry. The study further suggests that this narrative strategy served specific poetic
purposes, particularly in praise and elegy, where endurance, sacrifice, and emotional
mitigation are central themes. Methodologically, the research adopts a quantitative
and thematic approach and is divided into two sections: the first examines the wild
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cow and wild bull, while the second focuses on the wild donkey and other animal
figures.
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