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Abstract:
The study adopted the geographical analysis of livestock in Iraq as a scientific
problem, attempting to uncover it through a study of livestock species and numbers.
To prove the validity of its hypothesis, the study relied on both crop and regional
approaches. The study reached a set of conclusions, the most important of which is
the development of the total number of animals in Iraq between the period (2008-
2021), as the total number of (sheep) animals in 2008 amounted to (7,722,375) heads
to (11,340,568) heads in 2021, followed by (cows) animals in second place with a
total number of (2,552,113) heads in 2008 to (3,747,832) heads in 2021, after which
the total number of (goats) recorded the third place of the total animals in Iraq,
amounting to (1,474,845) heads in 2008 to (2,165,860) heads in 2021, while the total
number of (buffalo) animals recorded the fourth place, amounting to (285,537) heads
in 2008 to (419,332) heads in 2021, while the total number of camels ranked fifth
and last, amounting to (58,293) heads in 2008 to (87,198) heads in 2021 at the level
of Irag. The study also showed a clear disparity in the geographical distribution of
animal numbers according to lrag's governorates. It is clear that the total number of
cattle by governorate reached 3,747,832 heads in 2021, an increase of approximately
1,195,719 heads compared to 2008. Wasit Governorate topped the remaining
governorates with a percentage of 10.41%, an increase of approximately 124,554
heads compared to 2008. Dohuk Governorate ranked last in terms of the total number
of cattle in Irag, with a percentage of 0.47%, an annual increase of 5,740 heads
compared to 2008. The total number of buffalo in Iraq by governorate reached
419,322 heads in 2021, an annual increase of approximately 133,785 heads
compared to 2008. Basra Governorate ranked first with a percentage of (20.21), and
an annual increase of (27,037) heads of its number in 2008. The lowest number was
Anbar Governorate with a percentage of (0.19%) compared to an annual average of
(254) heads of its number in 2008. Meanwhile, the total number of sheep was higher
than other animal species in 2021, amounting to (11,340,568) heads, compared to an
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annual increase of (3,618,193) heads of its number in 2008. Nineveh Governorate
ranked first with a percentage of (16.15%), compared to an annual increase of
(584,366) heads of its number in 2008. Karbala Governorate recorded the lowest
number with a percentage of (0.57%), with a difference of (20,501) heads of its
number in 2008. The total number of goats in 2021 reached approximately 2,165,860
heads, according to the governorates of Irag, compared to an annual increase of
691,015 heads compared to their numbers in 2008. Sulaymaniyah Governorate
topped the rest of the governorates of Iraq with a percentage of 15.28% in 2021,
compared to an annual increase of 105,610 heads compared to the number of goats in
2008. Najaf Governorate had the lowest number with a percentage of 0.47%, i.e. an
annual increase of 3,264 heads compared to the number of goats in 2008. As for the
total number of camels in 2021, it reached 87,198 heads across the governorates of
Irag, compared to an annual increase of 28,905 heads compared to the number of
camels in 2008. Nineveh Governorate ranked first with a percentage of 20.59%,
compared to an annual increase of 10.59%. The number reached (5,729) heads
compared to their numbers in 2008, with Karbala Governorate having the lowest
number, at (0.49%), compared to an increase of (135) heads compared to their
numbers in 2008.
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