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Environmental pollution crimes affecting river waters in Irag have become among
the most serious and dangerous offenses in our present era, especially when
compared to traditional crimes. This is due to the gravity of the consequences
resulting from such acts, which necessitates the adoption of a firm criminal policy
aimed at ensuring their effective prevention and control. The harms resulting from
these crimes possess a distinct character; unlike conventional crimes that directly
affect a person’s physical integrity or property, environmental crimes often have
long-term repercussions that significantly impact both human well-being and the
ecological balance of aquatic environments.
Because of these future-oriented effects, establishing criminal liability in such
cases poses considerable legal challenges. For this reason, these offenses are
characterized by a unique legal nature, as they may fall under either risk crimes or
result crimes. Accordingly, this study seeks to highlight the dimensions and scope
of criminal protection for aquatic environments, in light of the approach adopted
by the Iraqi legislator within environmental protection laws in particular, and the
Penal Code more generally.
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