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Abstract
This study explores the romantic trend in the poetry of Bushra Al-Bustani,
focusing on her representation of emotion, imagination, the body, and nature
through a distinctly feminine poetic vision. Al-Bustani employs romanticism as an
expressive space for liberation from reality and emancipation from social and
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cultural constraints, crafting poetic images that pulse with emotion and emerge
from the depths of the self.
The female body in her poetry stands as a semantic and spiritual center—not as a
purely sensual entity, but as a cosmic being imbued with symbols of creation,
emotion, and inner vitality. She constructs a profound relationship between the
female body and nature through rich metaphors and similes, linking womanhood
to the palm tree, the sea, the rain, and dew, thus portraying a deep fusion with the
universe through romantic imagery.
Imagination occupies a central role in Al-Bustani’s texts, serving as a tool for
constructing a poetic world that transcends appearances and reshapes reality
through visionary language marked by displacement and wonder. This is evident
in expressions like “a cloud of perfume” and “the sea has captives,” among other
emotionally charged images.
Her poems also reflect an internal and external dialogue with the Other (the
man)—sometimes in union, other times in opposition—highlighting the ongoing
conflict between the feminine self and its lived reality, framed in a romantic
poetic form rich in emotion and introspection. Her poetic experience thus stands
as a unique model in modern feminist literature, combining delicate sentiment,
linguistic beauty, and profound vision.
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