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Abstract:
The study examined the views of Orientalist John Gilchrist, which shed light on
the political and religious history of Mecca before Islam. He accurately referred to
the central leadership that governed Mecca at that time, a group of influential
tribes that possessed the wealth and power to establish themselves as its rulers.
Furthermore, we discussed his accounts related to the religious aspect, particularly
the idols worshipped and sanctified by the Arab tribes of ancient Mecca.
These studies have generally gained great importance among researchers,
particularly those written by Western writers who lack sufficient information to
discuss them, driven by instincts of religious affiliation to disparage the city of
Mecca in general and the Arabs in particular. We presented these accounts and
compared them with the writings of Arab historians in order to provide the reader
with a true picture of these Orientalists who wrote for their children and brothers
in faith, especially after the spread of Islamic principles among them and their
significant influence.
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