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Summary:

The science of Usul al-Figh (principles of Islamic jurisprudence) is an essential
discipline for any student of Figh, as it clarifies the foundational rules upon which
legal rulings are derived from detailed evidences. A researcher in comparative
jurisprudence cannot accurately determine the stronger opinions in secondary
legal issues without a comprehensive understanding of each school's methodology
and the foundational principles from which its rulings stem.

Accordingly, anyone who undertakes the study or teaching of comparative Figh
must pay close attention to the usuli principles upon which each school is built, in
order to discern the most sound opinions and base their judgments upon stronger
evidences. Contemporary scholars and researchers have given considerable
attention to this field, both in academic institutions and scholarly circles, and this
attention is clearly reflected in modern publications and theses.
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In this context—and recognizing the importance of diverse methods in presenting
foundational legal principles and their impact on applied jurisprudence—this
research addresses a critical usuli rule: “Is addition to the text considered
abrogation or clarification?” The study applies this principle to selected cases
from the acts of worship in which juristic disagreement has occurred, presenting
the differing views of the major legal schools, and offering a reasoned preference
based on textual and rational evidence through a sound academic methodology.
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