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Abstract
The study regarding the crime of genocide within international criminal courts,
with particular focus on the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia, constitutes a vital subject matter in contemporary international
criminal jurisprudence, given the exceptional significance this tribunal represents
in developing international judicial practice and establishing legal precedents in
combating the gravest international crimes that threaten the human conscience.
The problematic nature of this research stems from the complex legal and
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procedural challenges confronted by the tribunal in addressing genocide cases,
particularly regarding the difficulty of establishing specific genocidal intent and
precise differentiation between this crime and other crimes against humanity, in
addition to challenges relating to determining protected groups and interpreting
the concept of "substantial part” of the targeted group. Furthermore, the
importance of this study emerges from its examination of the experience of the
first temporary international criminal tribunal established since the Nuremberg
and Tokyo trials, thus making it a reference model for understanding international
criminal justice mechanisms and evaluating their effectiveness in protecting
human rights and combating impunity. This research aims to analyze the
international legal framework for the crime of genocide and its historical
evolution, examine the role of the International Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia
in interpreting and applying provisions of this crime, and extract lessons learned
for developing the international judicial system. The study adopted the descriptive
analytical methodology based upon analyzing legal texts and judicial precedents,
while employing the historical approach to trace the evolution of the genocide
concept and the comparative method for examining different experiences in this
field. The study concluded that the International Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia
contributed substantially to developing international criminal law through
establishing  significant judicial precedents in interpreting elements of the
genocide crime, yet it faced structural and conceptual challenges that prevented
achieving effective justice, thereby necessitating reconsideration of the
international legal framework for protecting human groups from genocide and
developing more effective mechanisms for preventing these crimes and punishing
their perpetrators.
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