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dulcimer machine

The santour is considered an accompanying instrument (for Al-Jalghi Al-
Baghdadi) and the Iragi magam, as it has a great role in controlling the
rhythm of the song and transmitting the musical vocabulary. The shape of
the santoor passed through time, as it was in the form of a rectangular box
with metal strings. After that, it evolved into its current form, as it is now in
the form of a walnut tree, and its strings are made of bronze, which are
equal in thickness and have ninety-two strings. It is one of the difficult-to-
use musical instruments, which caused a shortage of players on it. He
studies playing the santur instrument at the Institute of Fine Arts in Iraq,
Department of Oriental Music. Among the prominent professors in this field
is Qasim Abdul, one of the musicians specialized in this field.

The manufacture of the santoor instrument requires precision and
patience, and its makers have become rare due to its many complexities
and the difficulty of making it.

A single person works in the manufacture of this machine throughout the
Kurdistan region, and he is the citizen Aziz Seifi, who lives in the city of
Sulaymaniyah. Seifi is originally from the city of Bukan in eastern
Kurdistan.

At the present time, there are no Arab and Islamic monuments related to
the centaur. On the contrary, we find the santoor engraved in European
antiquities, just as we find the santoor depicted in European books and art
pieces, such as the painting of Martin Lovrance in the year 1441-1442 and
a painting dated in the year 1512 preserved in the National Museum in
Naples / Italy and another painting dating back to the year 1490 kept in
Rotterdam .

The most European countries in which the santoor is used at the present
time are the Balkan countries, especially Hungary (Hungary) and
Romania, where they call it (Simbalon). In addition to these countries, the
santoor is also used in Austria and Switzerland. The transmission and
spread of the santoor was not limited to Europe, but we also find it spread
in the countries of the Far East and the Soviet Union.



WS Gk W ddall Sl TS Al

SE g Sgll puelS S o8 s
ISSN-2536-0027 1444 C>y—2023 bli —,is ol susll

. And the first to make it was a wise man from among the Roman wise
men, and his name was (Qanun).
It is the sweetest, sweetest and most delicate of all instruments, and they
went to great lengths in it until they almost made it out of silver and
copper, but metal does not obey them because of its weight and lightness
in wood. Then wood gives softness unlike metal, so it has solidity and
sobriety. He summarizes that the sound wave of the santoor machine,
which is of different frequencies, ie the high frequency of 1500 Hz (sharp
sounds) and the low frequency sound wave of 200 Hz (coarse sounds).
The santoor has delicacy and sweetness, unlike others, and it has a
feature unlike all machines, because if the ant walked on it, it would hear
the feeling of its legs stepping on it.
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