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Abstract:
Nazik Al-Malaika, a pioneering Iraqi poet, is regarded as one of the foremost
figures in the development of modern Arabic poetry. She played a pivotal role in
establishing the foundations of free verse through both her creative output and
theoretical writings, particularly her influential work Issues of Contemporary
Poetry. Her poetic discourse departs from classical structures and embraces
experimental approaches that reflect an evolving aesthetic and intellectual
sensibility. This literary experience embodies a complex cultural identity
grounded in  multiple references—Iliterary, religious, historical, and
mythological-—which enrich her poetry with philosophical depth and existential
resonance. Poetry, for Al-Malaika, served as a medium through which the
alienation of the self and the yearning for transcendence are symbolically
rendered, often through the figure of the absent beloved. Accordingly, this study
seeks to analyze the cultural identity references in Al-Malaika’s poetry through a
descriptive-analytical lens that explores the interconnected dimensions of self,
identity, and the cosmos in her poetic vision.
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