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Abstract:
Yemen experienced exceptional political circumstances, different from those of
the rest of the Islamic world, due to the distinctive features it possessed on all
levels, including natural and human factors, which contributed significantly to the
emergence of many small states, whether sectarian or tribal. Among the most
famous of these states is the Al Ya'far Al Hawalia state, whose lineage goes back
to (Tubba’). Tubba' is related to the Tubbas, an Arab state that emerged in Yemen
after the Himyarite state. The Ya'far family ruled Yemen since the beginning of
the third century AH, when Abd al-Rahman ibn Ibrahim ibn Kurayb al-Hawali
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took control of the city of Shibam and extended to Sana'a through Ja'far ibn Ali al-
Hashemi, who appointed Abd al-Rahman al-Hawali as his deputy. Ya'far ibn Abd
al-Rahman, who succeeded his father as ruler, was considered a powerful ruler in
Yemen and was eager to establish an emirate for the Al Ya'far family. As a result
of his political and military capabilities, news of him reached the Abbasid court,
and he was able to extend his influence beyond Sana'a and the districts of al-Jund.
He began By establishing his emirate in the middle of the third century AH, this
historical fact became a prominent mark in the history of Yemen as a result of
Ya’far’s success in achieving Yemen’s independence from Abbasid control.
However, during the time of his son Muhammad ibn Ya’far, the situation was
different, as we find that he became the emir of the Abbasids in Sana’a. During
his reign, a great imbalance and strife occurred among the members of the ruling
family of the emirate, which ended with the killing of Prince Muhammad at the
hands of his son Ibrahim ibn Muhammad, and the accompanying political
disintegration that afflicted the emirate. It can be said that this emirate was not at a
single pace of strength and political activity due to the many sectarian and tribal
trends prevailing in Yemen, such as the Zaidi state and the Qarmatians. The
influence of this emirate fluctuated between strength and weakness, and this
depended primarily on the strength of the emir who sat on the throne of the
emirate. It is certain that the period of the rule of Prince As’ad ibn Abi Ya’far al-
Hawali, who confronted the Zaidis and exterminated the Qarmatians, was one of
the most active periods of the Banu Ya’far rulers. The rule of this emirate did not
last long, meaning that it weakened and its rule ended during the reign of Prince
As’ad ibn Abdullah ibn Qahtan, who died in 393 AH.
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