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Abstract:
This study explores the jurisprudential rulings related to "compensating missed
acts in congregational prayer” through a comparative analysis of the major Islamic
legal schools. It focuses on the legal status of the latecomer (al-masbiq),
examining whether and when such a person is considered to have joined the
congregation or completed a valid rak‘ah. The research discusses various
scenarios—such as joining the prayer while the imam is in bowing, prostration,
tashahhud, or during the final taslim—and analyzes the legal consequences of
each. It also addresses what actions are prescribed for the follower in each case,
including additional takbirs or delayed completion of the prayer.
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Introduction:

The Congregational prayer (salat al-jama‘ah) is one of the most emphasized acts
of worship in Islam, praised in both the Qur’an and Sunnah for its spiritual and
communal significance. Jurists across Islamic history have given detailed
attention to its rulings and regulations. Among the important topics within this
field is the issue of “compensating missed acts in congregational prayer,” which
addresses the rulings concerning a latecomer (al-masbiiq) who joins the imam
after missing part of the prayer.
The study aims to conduct a comparative jurisprudential analysis of this issue
across the major Islamic legal schools. It investigates multiple scenarios—such as
joining the imam while bowing, prostrating, sitting for tashahhud, or during the
final salutation—and examines the legal consequences of each case. The research
presents the positions of the four Sunni madhhabs as well as the Twelver Shi‘t
school, relying on their authoritative legal texts. Through this examination, the
study reveals the diversity of legal reasoning and the application of foundational
principles within each tradition.
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