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"Abstract

This research aims to examine and analyze the role of Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) as a vital tool in assessing and managing risks that threaten the
historic urban fabric of Old Najaf. By employing spatial analysis techniques and
Remote Sensing (RS), the study seeks to establish an integrated framework for
monitoring urban changes, evaluating the distribution of open spaces and
greenery, and assessing the coherence of the urban fabric. The research also
incorporates spatial justice indicators and previous studies to develop accurate risk
maps that highlight the most vulnerable areas. This approach will support the
formulation of effective intervention strategies to ensure the sustainability of
urban heritage and safeguard the cultural identity of Old Najaf.
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Phete by Frederick Simpich

VIEW OF NEDJEF, SHOWING ITS GOLDEN DOME AND THE FLAT-ROOFED ARAB HOUSES

This picture was taken from the top of an artificial hill outside the walls The hill was made by material excavated from “serdals” in
Nedjef. Note absence of windows in the houses, which i also characteristic of old Bagdad. In the foreground is the brick wall surroumding
the city. “In the eventiul centuries since the Shias founded Nedjef—on the spot where a nephew of the Prophet Mohammed was slain-it is esti-
mated that over 25000000 Moslems bave made the pilgrimage 10 this mysterious desert city of golden domes, fabulons treasures, and weird

Yites” (sce text, page 85), “More human bodies are buried in the plain outside the walls of Nedjef, it is said, than in any other one spot on
carth” (see text, page 7).
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