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Abstract
Article Y¢ of the Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam emphasizes the
right of individuals to lawful earning, provided it is free from monopoly, fraud,
and harm to oneself or others. It explicitly prohibits usury (riba) as an unethical
financial activity that contradicts the principles of Islamic Sharia. In contrast,
international charters and constitutions—particularly the Y3¢A Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the Y311 International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights—affirm the right of individuals to work, earn, and own
property without direct interference in the nature of their earnings, as long as they
do not violate the law. These instruments stress economic freedom, the protection
of private property, and the right to fair working conditions, but they do not
explicitly prohibit usury or impose restrictions on income from a religious or
moral perspective.
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