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Summary:
Slavery, or the trade of human beings, refers to the practice of buying and selling
enslaved individuals, which played a prominent role in ancient and medieval
societies, including the Abbasid era. In this context, al-Mas'udi discusses the
social and economic conditions associated with slavery in his book "Meadows of
Gold".
The significance of slavery lies in its substantial impact on social structure, as it
reinforced the existence of different social classes and affected family and
economic relationships. Additionally, slavery involved humanitarian dimensions,
as many enslaved individuals suffered from harsh conditions and inhumane
practices.
Despite the existence of laws regulating slavery, they were not always effective in
protecting the rights of the enslaved, leading to ongoing suffering. Al-Mas'udi
implicitly critiques the social system that allows such practices and notes the
cultural and religious changes that occurred within society.
Thus, slavery constitutes a complex subject that requires comprehensive study to
understand its effects on history and human rights.
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