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Abstract.

Climate change will increasingly lead to widespread environmental
degradation, which in turn will lead to increased vulnerability, displacement and
migration on a large scale. This phenomenon is now well recognized in current
climate change studies and research, yet scholars and practitioners have so far
largely neglected to examine the relevant ways in which climate change will
significantly impact the scale and scope of global trafficking in persons. This
research addresses the knowledge gap around the relationship between climate
change and human trafficking by exploring the expected impacts of climate
change on human trafficking. In light of these anticipated developments, this
research suggests that the Y+ +1 UN Trafficking in Persons Protocol provides a
textual basis for states to identify persons who have become vulnerable to
trafficking due to climate change. Finally, this research emphasizes that any
apparent or actual consent by those being trafficked is irrelevant under the
Protocol.
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