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Abstract
This study explores the poetic experience of the Iraqi poet Qais Lafa Murad,
focusing on the social and emotional themes in his poetry. It highlights his deep
connection to the city of Nasiriyah, which becomes a symbolic representation of
identity and belonging in his verse. The research examines manifestations of
psychological, social, emotional, and political alienation in his work and analyzes
the role of the woman as both muse and symbol of betrayal. Murad's use of
historical and cultural symbols such as "Ur" and "the lantern” reflects his internal
struggles and his critique of injustice and betrayal. The study also traces his
stylistic evolution between classical forms and free verse, emphasizing his
emotional authenticity and alignment with marginalized voices. Ultimately, this
research presents Qais Lafa Murad as a unique poetic voice that sincerely
expressed the existential anguish of southern Iraqis in times of oppression and
neglect.
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