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The Basmala, which is the phrase "Bismillah al-Rahman al-Rahim," is considered
one of the most important phrases in Islam, as it is used to begin all chapters of
the Quran except Surah Al-Bara'ah. Scholars differ in their opinion regarding
whether it is a verse from the Quran or not. Some consider it an independent verse
in each chapter, while others believe it is a verse only in Surah Al-Fatiha, and
some view it as a recommended phrase for opening but not a verse from the
Quran. Each opinion among scholars regarding the status of the Basmala as a
verse is supported by evidence from the Quran and the Sunnah (Prophetic
traditions). Many virtues of the Basmala are mentioned in the Prophetic traditions,

including its blessing and permission for food and its ability to repel Satan.
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